
  

 

The FoMB Annual Meeting was held on 

Sunday May 23rd at the newly renovated 

Oliver Kelly Farm in Elk River with 41 

members and guests in attendance. Ann 

Borchert who has been with the Kelly 

farm for many years welcomed us and 

talked about the amenities that the new 

buildings add to there facility. These 

include a teaching kitchen as well as 

classrooms and a gift shop. After the 

meeting we were invited to visit the old 

farmstead with its assortment of animals 

and docents that demonstrate how the 

farm was operated in the mid 1800s. 

Thanks again to the staff at the Oliver 

Kelly Farm for the use of their facilities 

and the welcoming atmosphere. FoMB 

meetings at the Kelley Farm go back to 

the early years of our organization. 

Jack Lambert gave a presentation on the 

Seianiemi house barn in Embarrass 

Minnesota, which is a one of a kind log 

building, built by a Finish Immigrant 

between the years of 1907-1913. It is a 

large log building with the cattle, feed and 

farm family all housed in a single building 

with many unique features.  Jack talked 

about the many challenges in restoring a 

historic structure such as this and invited 

anyone who gets to this part of Northern 

Minnesota to come by for a tour. 

Elections were held and Christina 

Harrison chose not to run for reelection. 

Christina was presented with a plaque 

thanking her for the many years of 

dedicated service to The Friends of 

Minnesota Barns Organization. Mary Jo 

Youngbauer was unable to attend but she 

was sent a plaque thanking her for her 

many years of service as well. Three board 

members were reelected; they are LeRoy 

Kuta, Jay Schmidt and Bill Bruentrup. 

Two new board members were elected; 

they are Clare Hoelderle and Wayne 

Zuelsch, welcome to both of them.  

Three of the founding members of FOMB 

were in attendance, Tawnya Hoffmann, 

John Kuester and Christina Harrison, it 

was great to see them. 

The Annual FoMB Photo contest winners 

were selected and the 2018 Calendars 

went on sale. They are $15 each and can 

be purchased at FoMB events or they can 

be sent out with the cost of postage added. 

Upcoming events; the Coffee Chat at the 

Jon Nelson Homestead, Saturday June 3rd 

at 1pm.  

On Sunday, July16th at 2pm there will be 

a Coffee Chat and guided tour at the 

Historic Andrew Peterson Farm near 

Waconia. 

In August FoMB will have a booth set up 

at the Now Then Threshing Show August 

18-20 and The 44th Annual Le Sueur 

County Pioneer show August 27th -29. If 

you have some time to volunteer at either 

of the shows let me know at 651-426-

4718. It is always interesting to talk to 

fellow barn people, as they love to talk old 

barns and farms and it is a great 

opportunity to spread the word about The 

Friends of Minnesota Barns.  Watch for 

news of the FoMB Fall Barn Tour in 

September.—Bill Bruentrup, Chair FoMB 

Message from the Chairman 
Special points of interest: 

Coffee Chats: 
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Jon Nelson Homestead at 8577 210th Ave. SE, Lake 

Lillian, 70 miles West of Minneapolis on Hwy 7,   

Saturday June 3rd at 1pm. Call 651-426-4718 for   

directions if below is confusing.  

 

Directions: 8577 210th Ave SE, Lake Lillian, MN 

56253 

-About 85 miles west of Minneapolis on Hwy 7 

- The intersection of Hwy 7 and Cty Rd 8(120th St 

SE) is a local landmark with a cemetery on the NW 

corner and the village of Lake Lillian just to the North 

- Do not turn to go to the village 

- Continue West on Hwy 7 for 2 miles 

- Turn South on 90th St. SE for I mile 

- Turn West on210th Ave SE for ¼ mile 

- Farm is on the South 

Coffee Chat: June 3, 1:00pm 

Your Newest Board Member: Clare Hoelderle 
 

 

 

I have been a member of Friends of MN Barns for almost 5 years.   

 

I grew up in the beautiful, small town of Kasson, MN.  Growing up, 

my parents and grandparents were involved in farming.  Currently I 

live in the Credit River Township/Prior Lake area with my husband, 

Tom, and almost 2-year-old daughter, Lauren.  While I’ve done a 

little bit of everything in my working career and still have to figure 

out what I want to be when I grow up, I now have the best job in the 

world, I am a stay-at-home mom.  Lauren is the light of my life!  

 

I’ve been told that I have an “old soul” as I have always been        

interested in barns and old buildings (restoration especially),         

anything vintage, and living a simple, country life.  My perfect     

Saturday morning would be to grab a vanilla latte and look for   

treasures at a flea market or thrift store and in the evening, spend 

time with my family.  I love to garden and spend time outside getting 

my hands dirty. 

 

I am excited to meet more members in the months ahead and serve 

on the Board! 
 

Coffee Chat: July 16. 2:00pm 
 

 

 

Coffee Chat and guided tour at the Historic Andrew 

Peterson Farm near Waconia at 8060 Hwy 7 which 

is about 13 miles West of the I-494/ I-694 beltline. 

FoMB will pay for the tour but we need an           

approximate count so please email: 

billandraydelle@hotmail.com or call 651-426-4718 

for reservations. 
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If you went on our 2015 Fall Barn Tour around Northfield, you probably remember seeing the big blue 

Culver’s barn off of I-35. I attempted to get this barn on the tour to hear the story of the many different ap-

proaches this owner has taken to preserve the barn.  The latest effort was to have the entire barn painted 

bright blue with Thank You Farmers on it. 

In lieu of getting to tour the barn, I have been in contact with the Culver’s corporation to get the details of 

the Big Blue Thank You program. Thank You Farmers is a program developed in 2013 designed to thank 

the people who have made Culver’s the success it is today and provide financial support to young people 

who wish to grow their careers in agriculture. 

Culver’s has five barns; two in Wisconsin, one in Illinois and Indiana and currently one in Minnesota. Un-

fortunately they will be unable to renew the contract for the Minnesota barn due to mandates from the Min-

nesota Department of Transportation.  They entered into a two year contract with the farmer who owns the 

barn in 2015. Several months ago the Minnesota Department of Transportation mandated they remove 

“Culver’s” from the signage. MnDOT regulates advertising adjacent to State Highways. They have more 

recently said the “Thank You Farmers’ verbiage must also be painted over. 

I have been in contact with Culver’s to see if we can help find other barns to participate in the program.  If 

you are interested in participating, drop me a line at mrtempel@hotmail.com. Stay tuned for more details. 

A friend of mine had sold some potatoes for which he received $800.00 cash. He put the money in his 

pocket and went home to the barn to feed his cows. After he fed the cows he went to the house to put his 

money in a safe place. (you know where this is going) No money. So he called my cousin to get some 

counsel and knowing my cousin some mental fortification. After much deliberation they came to the     

conclusion that the cow (or cows) ate the cash. What to do. Butcher the cow, as far as the story goes only 

one.  They found the shredded cash sent it in and got most of my friends money back. I hope the steaks 

tasted good.  

What’s Up With the Blue Barns? Scott Temple 

Rusty Hinge: LeRoy Kuta  
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I love barn books old and new and own a couple of dozen of them. Some of the ones I have date back to 

the 1800s and others are more recently published, the fun thing is they are each special in their own way. 

They may feature a certain part of the country or region or a type of construction or shape such as round 

barns. Then there were the catalog barn kits sold by Sears and Roebuck. There is some good information 

on the FoMB Website as well. 

 

Two years ago I met a man at the Almelund Threshing Show who was telling me about a book of barn 

plans he had acquired years ago, we agreed on a price and I bought it sight unseen and was pleasantly sur-

prised when he delivered it. The name of the book is Building Service Barn Plans and contains plans for 45 

barns, which it states, are practical and modern Middlewest and Northwest Barns. The Northwestern Lum-

bermens Association located in Minneapolis, held the copyrights on it. In the index a brief description is 

given of each barn and the 11 x 16 plan shows a floor plan with stalls and pens, a ½ section elevation, 

which is a cut through showing the construction from the footings to the roof along with a picture of the 

completed barn. It doesn’t have a date on it but it looks like it would be from the late 1800s or early 1900s 

as there are no tractors, only horses and buggies in the pictures.  

 

One of my favorite books isn’t a barn book but is a 1919 Louden Machinery Catalog, which has pictures 

and descriptions of nearly anything that would be in a barn. The number 49 catalog I have is an original 

publication and is in good shape, it has 224 pages with great photos of each item. It shows every piece of 

equipment Louden made, from hay carriers to dairy barn equipment, litter and feed handling equipment, 

milk can carriers, cupolas, ventilators, drains and as the catalog says “Everything for the barn”. In this hard 

covered catalog are also pictures of some beautiful barns in Minnesota including the State Penitentiary 

Barn that was located in Stillwater, the Arden Dairy Barn that was located in St. Paul and the W. S. 

Mosecrip Barn Located in Lake Elmo which is now owned by the Sheltgen family and is In great shape.  

There are pictures of barns, cattle herds and the interior of barns throughout the Midwest and Eastern US. 

If you look closely at many metal parts in a barn you will likely see the Louden name. The main factory 

was in Fairfield Iowa with branch houses in St. Paul, MN, Albany, New York, Chicago, IL and Kanas 

City, Missouri. Issues are available for other years as well. Original books are available on line but there 

are companies reprinting the original, as this book is a great resource for valuable information. I will dis-

cuss other books in future issues of the Barn Door.  

 

Barn Books and More: Bill Bruentrup 

Pulley sketched by 

member LeRoy Kuta 
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Saturday May 20th was a cold, wet and just plain mis-

erable spring day that topped out at 44 degrees and it 

was also the day of our first FoMB Spring Barn Tour. 

It turned into a very enjoyable day for 33 hearty mem-

bers and guests.  

The day started out with hot coffee and warm cinna-

mon rolls provided by Raydelle Bruentrup while we 

gathered at the Carver County Fair Grounds waiting 

the arrival of the bus. 

The tour led by Janet Fahey who has family roots in 

the area going back 150 years and is the tour director 

for Carver County Barn Quilt Tours started out right 

at the fair grounds with a 150 year old log cabin that 

was moved to the fairgrounds from a nearby farm and 

reassembled piece by piece and sported a barn quilt of 

course. The tour took us through the countryside with 

rainwater eroding and ponding on newly planted 

fields with Janet pointing out the barns with barn 

quilts and the story each quilt tells. One of the barns 

visited was the dairy barn on the farm where Janet 

grew up that she and her family are preserving (of 

course it has a barn quilt on it). The nice warm bus 

took us by many others and as a special treat on the 

suggestion of longtime member Norm Glock the bus 

stopped at the Fritz Widmer Round Barn that was on 

the 2012 FoMB Fall Barn Tour. At the time of that 

visit we were able to see the huge collection that he 

had put together over his lifetime which included 

many old cars, trucks, farm machinery, tractors, and 

old neon signs many still in the original crating with 

many other connected both inside and outside.  

Carver County Quilt Tour Bill Bruentrup 
 

 

 

 

 

He had a crew setting up for an auction that was be-

ing held the following weekend, it was both online 

and in person with people coming from across the 

nation and took place over 2 days with multiple auc-

tioneers. It was an amazing collection. Unfortunately 

Mr. Widmer was killed in an auto accident about a 

year ago but as Janet knows the family she was able 

to get us into this huge round barn that was built in 

1919 and is wonderful condition. The bus also 

stopped at the Historic Andrew Peterson Farm where 

FoMB will be holding a Coffee Chat in July then on-

to lunch at the organic farm of Donna Franz who is 

84 years young, she provided us with a delicious 

lunch made on site by Donna and her elves as she 

calls them. Lunch was served in the upper level of 

the bank barn where antiques surrounded us and the 

tables were covered with fancy linens and colorful 

decorations. 

It was a very enjoyable day; unfortunately it was 

hard to take pictures in the driving rain and pictures 

taken from inside the bus feature many raindrops.  

Thank you to our newest member Janet Fahey who 

did a great job teaching us about barn quilts and kept 

everyone happy on an otherwise gloomy day. A big 

thanks as well to Janet who took a stack of our 

FoMB brochures and will hand them out on her 

tours.  

Photo by Hagdis Tschunko of Janet Fahey's Barn (tour guide) 
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As a kid growing up on a dairy farm I was surrounded by animals and mechanical things, which became a 

big part of my everyday life. As a young boy I worked with the cows and calves, it was fun bringing the 

newborns in from the pasture and chasing the calves as they came back from nursing in the barn. We had 

workhorses, one of which was an extremely gentile mare named Maude who became a pet that my father 

would set me on for a ride. 

 

As I grew a little older I became fascinated with tractors, trucks and anything that had a motor. The first 

tractor I drove was a neighbors John Deere GP Standard that had a hand clutch so I didn’t need to have 

long enough legs to reach the clutch and brakes.  As I grew I was able to drive dad’s brand new 1951 Oli-

ver 77. The next step was to drive the 1932 Dodge 1-ton stake truck. My grandfather purchased this truck 

new from his future daughter-in-law's brother who was a Dodge dealer in White Bear Lake. On the farm 

there was a field road about ½ mile long where I could practice driving and master the double clutching 

that was needed to prevent clashing the gears. This truck had a small 5 X 7 box and Dad bought a used 

Chevrolet 1 ½ ton truck with a larger box in the early 1950s. 

 

In the late 1990s I started thinking about the old Dodge truck and how it would be fun to get it back. My 

first call was to the person who purchased it from Dad, he said I was a few years to late as he had sold it to 

his sons brother-in-law who lived in Cloquet Minnesota and he didn’t think he was interested in selling it. 

Over a period of several years and a many phone calls we were able to agree on a purchase price on his 

word, as I had not seen it in person, only photos. This was in 2005. I pulled my trailer to Cloquet, pulled 

into his yard and saw the 32 for the first time in about 50 years inside his large pole barn. It was in original 

condition and it still had the original front tires, it started right up and he drove it onto the trailer for the 

journey home.  

 

I decided to leave it original as it is in good shape considering the age, I needed to completely redo the hy-

draulic brakes and do some work on the water pump as well as install all new tires. When my father Her-

bert sold the truck he removed the nameplates, that had his father’s name William Bruentrup North St. Paul 

screwed onto the box, which I kept through the years, and they have now been re-installed. My name and 

my grandsons are William as well, which is cool. We now have five generations with connections to the 

truck. The old Dodge truck is now back to its original home at the Bruentrup Heritage Farm along with the 

Oliver 77. 

1932 Dodge Truck: Bill Bruentrup 
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Annual Photography Contest 

2018 CALENDAR 
NOW FOR SALE: $15.00 

Steve Taylor– 1st Place Adult Open 

Chloe Gulbranson– 1st Place Barns on the Horizon Karalee Christensen– 1st Place Kids Open 

Justin Ristau– 1st Place Essence of the Barn 
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June 3, 1:00pm   Coffee chats 
July 16, 2:00pm   
 
 
August 18-20    Now then threshing show booth 
 
 
 
August 27-29   44th annual Le Sueur county pioneer 
     show booth 

 

Upcoming Friends of Minnesota Barns Events 

10605 Joliet Avenue North   

Stillwater, MN 55082  

Telephone:  

612-338-BARN (2276) 

 

E-mail: 

info@friendsofminnesotabarns.org 

 

Website: 

www.mnbarns.org 

Friends of Minnesota Barns 

The B
arn D

oor 

Our mission is to educate 

the public and raise 

awareness to the importance 

of historic barns and 

farmsteads in Minnesota, 

and to help advocate for barn 

preservation. We offer 

educational workshops and 

assist others in finding 

resources for preservation 

and/or restoration of historic 

barns and farmsteads. 


